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I was in every soldier’s pocket



Around 1940, Karen Blixen was engaged in 
writing a new volume of tales that dealt with 
many of the themes she had been preoccupied 

with as a young girl.

The book came out in 1942 in both Denmark and 
England and a year later in the US - in the middle 
of the Second World War. It had the title Winter’s 
Tales, a Shakespearean reference that also played 

on the gloomy atmosphere in Karen Blixen’s 
German-occupied nation - tales from Denmark’s 

winter.



Karen Blixen photographed at Rungstedlund in 1942 by Rie Nissen.

Chapter 11 / Part 1



Karen Blixen’s successful, new book was issued as one of the volumes in the American 
Armed Services Editions and was read by soldiers in the Far East theatre of war. 

The size of the book was carefully adjusted to fit in a uniform pocket.
It was a personal pleasure for Karen Blixen to present the elderly King Christian X 

with a copy of this unvarnished edition - as evidence that the work of a Danish author 
could also serve to encourage Allied soldiers during the Second World War.
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“Tragedy should remain the right of human beings, subject, 
in their conditions or in their own nature, to the dire law 

of necessity. To them it is salvation and beatification.”



Rungstedlund in the 1940s. Below to the right is the beach, which during 
these years of hard winter was often covered with pack ice.
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